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B ALGERIA

Interview with Ambassador Derragui Mohammed Elamine in Seoul

Algeria warmly welcomes Korean
Investments, assures full support

mbassador Derragui Mo-

hammed El Amine un-

derlined the wide set of

investment incentives of-
fered in Algeria as well as the
large business opportunities in dif-
ferent sectors making of the coun-
try a highly profitable destination
for Korean and other foreign in-
vestors.

Speaking at a recent interview on
the occasion of the National Day of
Algeria on Nov. 1, 2016, Ambas-
sador Derragui said that Algeria is
related to Korea by a unique strate-
gic partnership since 2006 and that
the two countries are working close-
ly and in permanent consultation to
further strengthen their relation-
ship that achieved this advanced
status just in 25 years. Excerpts
from the interview follow:

Question: Please introduce in
detail the national day of your
esteemed country

Answer: This year Algeria will
celebrate the 62nd anniversary of
the launch of the National Libera-
tion Struggle. The 1st of November
1954, after several resistance

Ambassador Derragui Mohammed
El Amine of Algeria is all smiles when
the interview with The Korea Post
touched on the fast-growing ties of
cooperation and relations between
the two countries.

movements, the Algerian people
launched the last rise up against
the French colonization using very
limited means.

The Great mosque of Algeiers under construction. It has the highest
Minaret and considered the third largest mosque in the world

The Algerian revolution, one of
the greatest liberation movements
in the 20th century, ended up sev-
en and half years later by winning
the national independence in July
03rd, 1962 at the cost of one and
half million martyrs.

The Algerians will always be
faithful and pay respect to those
who sacrificed their lives so that
the future generations can live in a
People’s, democratic, independent
and developed Republic of Algeria.

Q: What are the important de-
velopments scheduled between
Korea and your country, in-
cluding the possible visit of
your Head of Government to
Korea?

A: Algeria is related to Korea by
a unique “Strategic Partnership”
since 2006 and our two countries
are working closely and in perma-
nent consultation to further
strengthen their relationships that
achieved this advanced status only
25 years after the establishment of
diplomatic relations.

In the same dynamic, Algeria
and Korea held in July this year
bilateral political consultations be-
tween the two Ministries of For-
eign Affairs. The exchanges were

Martyr’'s monument in Algiers sym-
bol of the Algerian revolution
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fruitful and further consolidated
the mutual understanding and
trust between the two parties.

The closest bilateral rendezvous
will be the coming visit of the Alge-
rian Minister of Moudjahidine (Vet-
erans) to Korea, scheduled for the
second half of November. This visit
will certainly open a new chapter in
our bilateral cooperation.

In the economic field, our rela-
tions are getting momentum. Oth-
er than the trade that had grown
constantly these last years, more
Korean companies are convinced
that Algeria, with its abundant re-
sources and strategic position, is
the right place to invest.

Last year, Hyundai motors in a
joint investment with Tahkout
Manufacturing Company, Algerian
private company, inaugurated the
first Hyundai trucks and buses as-
sembly line in Batna, in the east of
Algeria. Its yearly production ca-
pacity will attain 22,000 units by
2020. The two partners inaugurat-
ed earlier this year a car assembly
line in Tiaret in the Algeria’s west-
ern region. The two plants have al-
ready began production. The first
Hyundai car assembled in Algeria
came out last 29th October, 2016.

We warmly welcome these invest-
ments and I take this occasion to in-
vite all the Korean companies to
consider more closely the wide in-
vestment opportunities offered in
different sectors in Algeria as well
as the very profitable incentives put
into place by the Algerian Govern-
ment for Foreign investment. In ad-
dition, bilaterally, we have agree-
ments of investment protection and
double tax avoidance.

This year, the Algerian Govern-
ment further enlarged the invest-
ments incentives scheme through
the introduction of a new invest-
ment act which entered into force
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H.E.M Abde-
laziz BOUTEFLI-
KA, President of
the Republic
(left) and H.E.M
Abelmalek SEL-
LAL, Prime Min-
ister (right) of
the People’s
Democratic Re-
public of Alge-
ric

after its adoption by the Parliament
in July. Through this new act, in-
vestments in priority sectors (indus-
try, agriculture and tourism) bene-
fit automatically from additional
advantages including tax and cus-
toms duties cuts, exoneration of
VAT, etc. The new act grants equal-
ly exceptional advantages for in-
vestments representing a particular
importance for national economy.
More details about these issues are
available in the website of the Alge-
rian National Agency of Investment
Development ANDI.

Q: What is the volume of bi-
lateral trade, its outlook for
the future?

A: Algeria is one of the biggest
trade partners of Korea in Africa. Bi-
lateral trade reached 1.7 billion USD
in 2015. In 2014, it amounted to 3.3
billion USD. Ten years ago, it was
valued at about 500 million USD.

The reduction registered last
year is mainly due to the current
conjuncture on the oil market, this
product representing a large pro-
portion of the value of the Algerian
exports to Korea.

As mentioned earlier, the Algeri-
an Government priority is to de-
crease the dependency on hydrocar-
bon exports through a strong push
given to manufacturing sectors. In
this perspective, our bilateral trade
will certainly and profitably evolve
in the near future towards a new
configuration with more important
volumes and more diversified and
sustainable exchanges.

Q: What are your competitive
fields of industry and products
attractive to Korea and what
are the Korean products and
services that your country
might wish to import?

A: Food, agriculture and petro-
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Sheraton Hotel in the city of Oran
in the West of Algeria

chemicals products are the most
promising exports of Algeria. Alge-
rian wine, figs, dates, olive oil,
potatoes, honey and many other
food products are currently export-
ed to many countries around the
world. Leather and textile prod-
ucts as well as pharmaceuticals
are making their way to interna-
tional markets, too.

DJAZAIR EXPORT fair, held
yearly in Algeria, is an excellent
venue for Korean importers wish-
ing to know more in detail about
Algerian products and to get in
touch with Algerian operators. The
next edition (the 6th) will be held
in May 2017.

Q: Who are the Korean com-
panies (in addition to the Jae-
beol business groups) actively
engaged in the promotion of
economic cooperation between
Korea and your country?

A: Over 400 Korean companies,
including 23 firms established in
Algeria, are doing business in Al-
geria in different fields: construc-
tion, energy, design and architec-
ture electronics, automobile, home
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View the cost of the city of Oranin
the West of Algeria
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can receive 1400 spectators

appliances... etc. Big conglomer-
ates like Samsung, Hyundai, Dae-
woo, LG are present in Algeria for
more than 20 years.

Today, numerous small and
medium enterprises, encouraged
by the success stories of many Ko-
rean companies in Algeria, are
more and more interested to ex-
plore the strong potential of the Al-
gerian economy.

Q: What are the areas in your
country where you want Kore-
an companies to invest and
what are the areas where you
wish your businessmen to in-
vest in Korea?

A: As I mentioned earlier the pri-
ority sectors for Algeria are indus-
try, agro-industries, etc., where
Korean investors can bring tech-
nology, knowhow and market com-
petitiveness. When it comes to geo-
graphical location of activities to
create, for the sake of a balanced
regional development, the Algerian
government put priority on the de-
velopment of the central (high-
lands) and southern regions of the
country. More advantageous incen-
tives are offered for investments in
these regions, designated as “Zones
to promote”, where a “Derogatory
regime” is applied.

This strategy is beginning to
show results. Many investments,
especially in the field of mechanical

The Inetrnational Center for Con-
ferences (CIC) in Algiers inaugurat-
ed by H.E.M Adelaziz BOUTEFLIKA,
the President of the Republic on
September 3rd, 2016. Its main audi-
torium has a capacity of 6000
places.

public on October 20th, 2016. Its main Theatre ==

Petrochemicals complex in the city of Skikda in the East of Algeria

and textile industries are located
there. The Tahkout manufacturing
Company - Hyundai motors joint
plants are justly located in this
area. Additionally, the government
designated and funded the realiza-
tion of 42 new industrial parks
around the country in order to in-
crease the land offer and boost the
dynamic of regional development.

Q: What are the attractive
tourist destinations of your
country?

A: There are hundreds of attrac-
tive sites for tourists in Algeria as
it is very large and diverse coun-
try, rich in terms of culture, food,
climate, geography, art, architec-
ture... etc.

The Algerian Sahara is a place of
sublime beauty. Its oases are a
true paradise in earth. Visiting the
Tassili n’Ajjer, in the extreme
south, with its lunar scenery and
unique sunset, is far more than
tourism. It’s a unique spiritual ex-
perience. I highly recommend it for
any tourist visiting Algeria.

Tourists must also experience
the splendid beaches along the
1600 km Mediterranean coastline
and discover the rich cultural and
historical sites disseminated all
over the country, such as the mul-
tiple roman ruin sites, the Islamic
and ottoman sites, located in the
cities of Algiers, Tlemcen, Constan-
tine, Annaba, Batna...

Q: What is your view of Korea

and the Korean people before
and after your arrival here?

A: T have visited Korea in 2012
to participate in Korea-Africa Fo-
rum as Director-General for Asia
and Oceania. Even though my visit
was very short, I have been
marked by the hospitality of the
Korean people and the advances
achieved by the country.

As Ambassador in Seoul, I am
in a daily contact with the Korean
people and culture. I totally con-
firm the impressions I've just
mentioned, and now, naturally, I
can understand better the Korean
society and appreciate its true ge-
nius. The proud and the manner
in which Koreans promote their
culture, for instance, are ad-
mirable.

Q: Please introduce yourself
in detail, including your ca-
reer, family and hobbies.

A: I was appointed as Ambas-
sador of Algeria to the Republic of
Korea in April 2015. 'm married
and I have two children: a boy
and a girl. I started my diplomat-
ic carrier 39 years ago after grad-
uating from the National School
of Administration of Algiers. I
served as Ambassador in Iran
and Uganda. In Uganda I was ac-
credited also to Burundi and
Rwanda. Earlier, I have been re-
spectively Charge d’Affaires and
Counselor at the Algerian Em-
bassies in Belgrade (former Yu-
goslavia) and India. W

Algenon ’rrodmonol cos’rume exhibited by Korean mannequin in Seoul
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